
The Kwasind Centre
INDOOR ACTIVITY SPACE, 250-SEAT DINING HALL, EXPANDED KITCHEN, TUCK SHOP 
STAFF LOUNGE, OFFICE SPACE, MEETING ROOMS, WASHROOMS AND MORE!

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

Building the connection today that will enable 
Kwasind’s growth into the future.

Bridging to a greater tomorrow.
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Why Kwasind?

A GENERATION LOOKING FOR HOPE!

In 1944, while the world was at war, young people were 
struggling to understand what was about to happen 
to the world as they knew it – what hope was left?  
In this very moment, the Canadian Baptists of Ontario 
& Quebec,  spearheaded  by  Ruth  Johnson  and   Leland

 Gregory ,  wanted  to   give   young  people  a  hope.  They
 took     an     incredible      faith-based    risk,       requiring  

significant financial  investment,  and  purchased  land  in
 Muskoka  to  develop  a  summer  camp  for  kids

 
 and

 youth.  

These early innovators realized that the best way to 
offer the hope of Jesus to the next generation in the 
midst of such difficult times, was to birth a camp that 
would see thousands of young people be able to “feel 
the touch of God” and choose to trust in Jesus.

 ⊲ Summer Camp is critical to revealing the 
hope of Jesus to the Next Generation 

 ⊲ At Kwasind, campers truly find hope as 
they “feel the touch of God” in their lives 

REALITY: Young people matter to Jesus and to Kwasind!

While times have indeed changed since 1944, the 
world remains in significant crisis and youth today are 
desperately looking for meaning, purpose and a hope in 
their life. It is no wonder that 75 years later, the greatest 
experience for providing young people with the hope of 
Jesus, is that of a Christian summer camp.

It is for this very reason that Camp Kwasind, with 
the support of CBOQ, has persevered to provide a 
meaningful, life-changing Christian camping experience, 
rooted in significant relationships that would see each 
and every camper move one step closer to Jesus. 

While stats show that many young people have 
left the church, recent research has also revealed 
that Christian camping has been instrumental in 
reaching the “unreachable,” revealing the hope of 
Jesus to those who have lost hope in organized 
religion, and ultimately, playing an influential role 
in integrating kids and youth back into the life of the  
local church.

75 YEARS LATER, THE NEXT GENERATION IS NEEDING THE HOPE FOUND IN JESUS.

 ⊲ 1 in 3 young people who grew up regularly 
attending church will have left the church 
by the time they are a young adult 
(Hemorrhaging Faith, 2012) 

 ⊲ 65% of young adults who are still following 
Jesus are those who have had a camp 
experience, missions trip or went on a youth 
retreat (Hemorrhaging Faith, 2012) 

 ⊲ At Kwasind, we are rapidly growing and 
providing leadership development, character 
building experiences, and faith-forming 
opportunities that are seeing hundreds of 
youth take “one-step closer” to Jesus

NEED: While Canadian young people have largely 
rejected the Church, they are highly impacted by a 
Christian camping experience.



In the years to come, Kwasind is positioning itself 
for an influential future by becoming a Champion, 
Catalyst and Bridge in the Christian camping world.

Our current focus is to expand our capacity and 
infrastructure to better invest into the holistic 
development of more young people, so that they in 
turn will be godly influencers in their world.

a CHAMPION for the importance 
of every young person in Canada 
to have a Christian camping 
experience.

a CATALYST for the intentional 
development of young Christian 
leaders who will influence their 
communities.

a BRIDGE to connect the next 
generation to the local church and 
a growing relationship with Jesus. 

Kwasind continues to move 
the Next Generation one-step 
closer to Jesus!

The Vision of Kwasind  
is to be...



Why Expand and Build 
a Multi-Purpose Centre?

Kwasind is great, yet there is something significant 
that we are needing to develop.

A year-round facility expanded onto our existing 
dining hall will be built for future growth that will allow 
the entire camp family (250+) to:

EAT TOGETHER
A large dining hall that would allow 
everyone to enjoy a meal together 
under one roof that has been designed 
with a good flow for “family style” meals.  

GROW TOGETHER
A worship centre that would allow 
everyone to learn and worship as a 
collective gathered people.

PLAY TOGETHER
An activity space that would have the 
capability to house large scale indoor 
fun program activities, electives, and 
games for the entire camp.

GATHER TOGETHER
A space that has meeting places and a 
café style environment to better serve 
smaller teams, foster staff bonding, 
host breakout sessions, and a spot at 
camp for a good coffee with a friend.

We need a building to support 250+ young people on site:

• We’ve outgrown the capacity of our current dining hall
• Need for a large indoor activity space for all camps
• Lacks proper shower and washroom facilities 
• Missing Features: accessibility washroom/shower, staff 

lounge, small group space, inviting tuck shop, office 
meeting space 

Our current facilities are inadequate:

• No space for large indoor activities
• Larger rental groups can’t choose Kwasind
• Future economic stability is threatened
• Camper numbers will need to be reduced
• Camp attendance cannot expand without this 

needed infrastructure 
• Summer Camp experiences are diminished on 

rainy days

The Centre addresses all the risks mentioned plus…

• More young people will be challenged to move  
one step closer to Jesus

• Two dining halls will allow for future growth 
• Creates the capacity to house two separate retreat 

groups at the same time with their own designated 
learning, meal, and breakout spaces

• Increase summer programming options and activities
• Ensures guests don’t have to leave the building to use 

the washrooms 
• Allows for better customer service and more inviting 

environment with the new Tuck Shop and Café area 
to serve and connect with parents, guests, campers  
and alumni

The Kwasind Centre is 
needed to fulfill our mission 
of moving campers ONE 
STEP closer to Jesus.

The time to  
build is NOW

The RISKS 
of not building

The GAINS  
of building



Introducing  
“The Kwasind Centre”

Campaign Goal: $1.7 million

This building project is a unique way as we cross the milestone of 75 years in camping ministry, to BRIDGE 
the strength of our past to the growth for the future. To accomplish this vision, this building project will be 
an extension of the “MONDAMIN” Dining Hall building. The existing dining hall will remain as is, while we add 
a large dining hall/activity centre on the far side with the expanded kitchen being able to serve them both.

The lower level will have an expansion of the “workshop”, a new expanded “Tuck Shop and Coffee Bar”, a 
staff lounge and small group meeting space.  There will also be new washrooms and showers including an 
accessibility washroom and shower.  In bridging from the past to the future, we will be carrying the design 
of the stonework done of the fireplace outside of “MONDAMIN” to the pillars lining the entrance to the new 
dining hall/activity centre.   Furthermore, we will be bridging the existing building to this new expansion with 
a walk-way deck overlooking Skeleton Lake.

View #4: Back of Kwasind CentreView #2: East side of Kwasind Centre
View #3: Waterfront-facing



Why Give?

with confidence“Bridging to a greater tomorrow”

      Proven Ministry Impact

 ⊲ Kwasind has grown 300% 
in last 5 years 

 ⊲ 1 in 3 Campers are  
first-timers 

 ⊲ Summer 2018 saw 221 
campers make first time 
decisions for Jesus

      Leadership

 ⊲ Kwasind Building Committee: 
Jim Baxter, Bryan Green, Will 
Kahler,   Laurie  Karasmanis,  
Eric  Saulesleja,  Rodney  Vis,

 and  Matt  Wilkinson

 ⊲ Kwasind’s Executive 
Director has over 20 
years of camp leadership 
experience

 ⊲ The Canadian Baptists of
Ontario & Quebec is fully 
committed to the success 
of Camp Kwasind and this 
building project

      Financial Picture

 ⊲ Kwasind has been meeting 
all operational expenses 
year-over-year

 ⊲ Kwasind has no operation 
or development debt

 ⊲ In the last 5 years Kwasind 
has invested over $400,000 
in capital projects

 ⊲ Audited financial statements 
are available upon request

When you give to this project, you are building 
bridges that will…

• Provide camp with a gathering place where 
everyone can be together under one roof

• Create needed space to better support and 
encourage summer staff

• See campers finally have a large space indoors 
for large group activities

• Make possible the opportunity to host multiple 
groups on-site in the Fall & Spring

We can’t do this without you!

• Camps are very costly to operate and need 
those who believe in the impact of camp to 
generously come alongside the vision to make 
it a reality

• The majority of our daily operating costs are 
covered by user and camper fees, but our capital 
developments are made possible through the 
faithful supporters of Kwasind 

Your donation makes a difference



Will you “Bridge Build” with us?

Would you prayerfully consider 
contributing in a significant way to 
this new development?

We need YOU to help us bridge the gap between 
the dream and vision of “The Kwasind Centre” and 
the actual building of this project that will see young 
people move one step closer to Jesus.

The target we have before us is set at:

$1.7 Million
Together we can bridge our valuable legacy of 75 
years to the life-changing potential that lays before 
us as a camp.

Giving Considerations:

 ⊲ Investing into the life-changing work of ministering to 
youth requires commitment and sacrifice. Consider 
what might best suit your personal life situation.   
Here are some ideas:

• Giving from your assets
• Doing without something for a time
• 3-year commitments from annual income

 ⊲ Please keep in mind our General Operations Fund as you 
determine your gift to this capital project – your annual 
gift is heavily relied upon. Thank you.



What does being a  
“Bridge Builder” mean?
The metaphor of being a “Bridge Builder”
is the idea of an individual who is joining
a team to ensure an effective connection
is made between two realities that are
not yet completely connected.

We’d like to invite you to be a  
“Bridge Builder” on the Kwasind team 
by financially investing into the Kwasind 
Centre to ensure we can respond to  
our rapid growth by continuing to  
provide a high quality, memorable and  
life-changing experience for campers  
well into our future.
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(905) 294-6360 
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